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In considering the progressive degradation of the human
little toe, strong arguments are given for the view that as
arboreal habits have given place to terrestrial habits, the
inner digits have increased by use while the outer digits
have decreased by disuse.

An inquiry into the characteristics of social insects (wasps,
bees) affords good ground for holding " that one set of
differences in structures and instincts is determined by
nutrition before the egg is kid, and a further set of
differences in structures and instincts is determined by
nutrition after the egg is laid "â€”a conclusion diametrically
opposed to the theory of germ plasm.

If we take ants, Mr. Herbert Spencer shows that the
production of their various castes does not result from the
natural selection of varying germ plasm, and in the case of
soldier-ants he asks, "Can anyone be prepared to say that
survival of the fittest can cause the decline of the self-
feeding faculty ? " We see in them exhibited the import
ance of nutrition of the larvÅ“ in determining unlike
structure of classes, and it is difficult to resist the conclusion
that the ancestral ants must have been most like the Amazon
ants or soldier-ants ; so that in their descendants co-adapted
parts have been inherited.

In discussing the case of the reduction of the whale's hind

limbs (BalÅ“noptera borealis), Mr. Spencer gives three
reasons against Weismann's hypothesis of panmixia, and

holds that the only reasonable interpretation is the inherit
ance of acquired characters.
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Although we are obliged to postpone our review of this
splendid work to a future number, from the limited time at
our disposal before going to press, we must now record a high
opinion which we entertain of the manner in which it has
been edited by Professor Fraser. In the meantime every one
interested in the psychology of Locke ought to possess him
self of this valuable work.


